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If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk 
Purpose
This document provides information and guidance for anyone undertaking the operation of an impoundment in inland surface water or wetlands constructed before 1 April 2006 that requires an authorisation under The Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations.
This guidance does not cover any other permissions that may be required.  
What activity does this guidance apply to?
This guidance applies to impoundment activities granted as a registration under the Environmental Authorisation (Scotland) Regulation 2018 for:
 The operation of an impoundment in inland surface water or wetlands that;
        (a) is more than 1 metre in height;
        (b) was constructed before 1st April 2006; and
        (c) does not adversely affect the passage of salmon or sea trout.
Understanding the activity  
This activity covers authorisation of an existing impoundment constructed prior to 1 April 2006. 
In applying for this activity, you will be asked to supply information on the height of the existing impoundment. This height is the difference between water levels at the crest of the impounding structure and at the downstream extent of the structure. The horizontal distance between these points is also desirable information, and photographs of the impounding structure and any associated structures are also helpful.
Should any modification of the impoundment be proposed, for example if the height of the impoundment is to be altered, or a fish pass added, this will require a permit application.
Understanding and minimising risks to the water environment 
Risks to the water environment
The impoundment must be operated and maintained to ensure it does not adversely affect the passage of fish. If there is an existing fish pass this must be maintained and cleared to ensure proper ongoing function.
The impoundment, or any structures associated with it, must not cause harm to fish. This includes the maintenance and operation of any associated sluices, screens or other equipment. To prevent the loss of fish from the watercourse, the dimensions of any screens must be sufficient to prevent fish entering an abstracted flow (entrainment) or becoming trapped on the face of a screen (impingement). Fish harm may also include indirect losses of fish due to delays in their movements upstream or downstream which can lead to increased predation, physical damage or disease. This can occur where water depths over an impounding structure inhibit fish movements, or there is a significant distraction flow that attracts fish away from a safe route of passage.
To minimise risks to the water environment and to help you comply with the standard conditions for this activity, you should follow the Dos and Don’ts below. 
Dos and Don’ts 
· Do ensure that the impoundment does not cause harm to fish 
· Do ensure that the impoundment is maintained and operated to ensure that there is no adverse impact on the upstream and downstream passage of fish. For further guidance and information see Fisheries Management Scotland.
Glossary
A full list of terms is available in the main Glossary.
Impoundment means any dam, weir or other structure that can raise the water level of a water body above its natural level. 
Disclaimer 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
· any direct, indirect and consequential losses
· any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate. Operators are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.  
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